
World Youth Day 2010 
“Good Teacher, What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Mark 10:17-22 

This year we observe the 25th anniversary of the institution of World Youth Day, 
desired by the Venerable John Paul II as an annual meeting of believing young people 

of the whole world. 
It was a prophetic initiative that has borne abundant fruits, enabling new generations 
of Christians to come together, to listen to the Word of God, to discover the beauty of 

the Church and to live experiences of faith that have led many to give themselves 
totally to Christ. 

In fact, Christianity is not primarily a morality, but experience of Jesus Christ, who loves us personally, young and old, poor 
and rich; he loves us even when we turn our back to him. 

In this love is found the source of the whole of Christian life and the fundamental reason of evangelization: If we have 
truly encountered Jesus, we cannot do other than witness him to those who have not yet crossed his look! 

The rich young man asks Jesus: "What must I do?" The stage of life in which you are immersed is a time of discovery: of 
the gifts that God has lavished on you and of your responsibilities. It is, moreover, a time of fundamental choices to 
build your plan of life. It is the moment, therefore, to ask yourselves about the authentic meaning of existence and 

to ask yourselves: "Am I satisfied with my life? Is there something lacking?" 

Do not be afraid to address these questions! Far from overwhelming you, they express great aspirations, which are 
present in your heart. To discover the plan of life that could render you fully happy, listen to God, who has a plan of love 

for each one of you. 

With trust, ask him: "Lord, what is your plan of Creator and Father for my life? What is your will? I want to fulfill it."  
Be sure that he will respond. Do not be afraid of his answer! "God is greater than our heart and knows everything!" (1 

John 3:20). 

The Christian vocation springs from a proposal of love of the Lord and can be realized only thanks to a response of love: 
"Jesus invites his disciples to the total gift of their life, without human calculation or benefit, with a trust without 

reservations in God.” 

Dear friends, accept with joy the invitation to follow, to live intensely and fruitfully in this world. With Baptism, in fact, he 
calls each one to follow him with concrete actions, to love him above all things and to serve him in brothers. 

God gives us the commandments because he wants to educate us to true liberty, because he wants to build with us a 
Kingdom of love, justice and peace. To listen to them and to put them into practice does not mean to be alienated, but 
to find the path of authentic liberty and love, because the commandments do not limit happiness, but indicate how to 

find it. 

Cultivate in your heart great desires of fraternity, justice and peace. The future is in your hands, because the gifts and 
riches that the Lord has enclosed in the heart of each one of you, moulded by the encounter with Christ, can bring 

authentic hope to the world! 

Be committed to build your future through serious courses of personal formation and study, to serve the common good 
in a competent and generous way. 

It is not a question of carrying out heroic or extraordinary gestures, but of acting by putting to good use one's talents and 
possibilities, committed to constantly progress in faith and love. Christ calls each one of you to be committed with him 

and to assume your responsibilities to build a civilization of love. If you follow his Word, your path will also be illumined 
and will lead you to lofty goals, which give joy and full meaning to life. 
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