Stewardship of Prayer

Introduction

Prayer is about our relationship with God. St Therese of Lisieux speaks of prayer in this way: ‘For me, prayer is an aspiration of the heart, it is a simple glance directed to heaven, it is a cry of gratitude and love in the midst of trial as well as joy; finally, it is something great, supernatural, which expands the soul and unites me to Jesus’.

Stewards nurture their relationship with God by developing  their  prayer life.  Listening and responding to God is at the core of a disciple’s life. At times the prayer will that of thanksgiving and gratitude.  At other times it will be of praise or petition or forgiveness. Other times it will be seeking God’s will and what the Holy Spirit is calling us to be and what to do.

The quotes below can be helpful to reflect on the centrality of prayer at the heart of Stewardship. Use them for quiet contemplation or with a group in a prayerful setting.
Eucharistic Prayer

Preface of Sundays V
Father all-powerful and ever-living God,

we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

All things are of your making,

all times and seasons obey your laws,

but you chose to create man in your own image,

setting him over the whole world in all its wonder.

You made man the steward of creation,

to praise you day by day for the marvels of your wisdom and power,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We praise you, Lord, with all the angels

in their song of joy:

Holy,holy,holy..

Christ has no body now…

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, 

no hands but yours, no feet but yours; 

yours are the eyes through which Christ's compassion looks out on the world, 

yours are the feet with which He is to go about doing good 

   and yours are the hands with which He is to bless us now.
Teresa of Avila

Take, O Lord, and Receive My Entire Liberty

- St. Ignatius Loyola (Jesuit)- 16th century

Take, O Lord, and receive my entire liberty,

my memory, my understanding and my whole will.

All that I am and all that I possess You have given me.

I surrender it all to You to be disposed of according to Your will.

Give me only Your love and Your grace;

with these I will be rich enough,

and will desire nothing more.
Prayer over the Gifts
Lord, accept our sacrifice

As a holy exchange of gifts.

By offering what you have given us

May we receive the gift of yourself.

We ask this in the name of Jesu the Lord.
Stewardship Prayer
My church is composed of people like me.

I help make it what it is.

It will be friendly if I am.

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver.  It will bring other people into its

worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them.

It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church with a noble spirit, if I,

who make it what it is, am filled with these same things.

Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that I want

my church to be.

AMEN
A LITANY OF GENEROSITY

Lord,

We come before you today to ask you to help us be more generous. 

We pray: 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may fully appreciate all your many gifts to us. 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may give without counting the cost. 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may share without expecting something in return. 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may know the joy that comes from helping others. 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may share all that you have given us. 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may hold all our treasures in an open hand. 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may recognize the many blessings in each new day. 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may learn the difference between what we need and what we want. 

ALL: Gracious God, give us generous hearts…

Leader: ...so we may ever thank you and serve you. 

Leader: Lord, we ask all of this, knowing that you will always give us all that we need. Bless the work we do for you today and always.

ALL: Amen 
Eucharistic Prayer IV

Father in heaven

,it is right that we should give you thanks and glory:

You alone are God, living and true.

Through all eternity

You live in unapproachable light.

Source of life and goodness,

You have created all things,

To fill your creatures with every blessing

And lead all men to the joyful vision of your light.
Lord

Isn’t your creation wasteful?

Fruits never equal

The seedlings’ abundance.

Springs scatter water.

The sun gives out

Enormous light.

May your bounty teach me

Greatness of heart.

May your magnificence

Stop me being mean.

Seeing you a prodigal

And open-handed giver

Let me unstintingly

Like a king’s son

Like God’s own.
