Stewardship of Treasure Reflections 
What will I give back to the Lord for the many blessings I have received?

Psalm 116:12

As soon as the word spread, the people of Israel gave in abundance the first fruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the field: and they brought in abundantly the tithes of everything

( 2 Chronicles 31:5)

Honour the Lord with substance and with the first fruits of all your produce: then your bans will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine

Proverbs 3:9-10

Sacrificial giving begins with the recognition that everything we have has been given to us by God...our time, our talents,our money, yes even life itself. Sacrificial giving is based on an understanding that as Christian stewards we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them with lovingly in justice with others, and return them with increase to the Lord’.

US Bishop’s Pastoral letter, Stewardship: A Disciple's Response.
Father  drew out a chair  from the table and Mrs Kleermaker sat down, still gripping the suitcase. The tea consisted of old leaves which had been crushed and reused so often they did little more than colour the water.  Mrs Kleermaker accepted it gratefully..

Corrie Ten Bloom, The Hiding Place
God has blessed us immeasurably.  With the gift of life and the beauty of creation. The gift of our faith. The gifts of Baptism and Eucharist and other sacraments. The gifts of time, of our talents and of all that makes up our treasure.

In the story of Corrie Ten Bloom, the family saw everything as gifts from God to be shared with others. Before the outbreak of World War 11 in Holland, the family offered warmth and hospitality in their home and took food to others less fortunate. Their home was one of joy and happiness. Even under Nazi occupation the family still sought ways of sharing their lives with others...even to sharing crushed and reused tea leaves...

A good steward sees everything as not belonging to himself but primarily to God. In thanksgiving the steward will give back to God the first and best portion of all that has been received.  This is sacrificial giving. It is a sign of our love and in thanksgiving for all the many blessings we have received when we offer a generous portion of our time and talent and also the first fruits of our financial resources.

First Fruits

We give in proportion to what we have received.  This means we give from our substance and not from our surplus.  Giving only from our surplus leads nowhere for it is an action which has no  power to transform either our values or our lives.  Giving from our substance requires a sacrifice and leads us to conversion of mind and heart.  It is placing God first in our lives.  We make God’s priorities our priorities. We let go of things which can entrap us within a material world.  The late Archbishop Murphy of Seattle set the challenge to everyone in his diocese and beyond when he asked them to reflect on  ‘what do I own and what owns me?’  It is a challenge for all Christians to take up.

Giving of our first fruits means valuing God above all else. We put our trust, security and faith in God, instead of money and possessions. A stewardship parish will have a well developed sense of the stewardship of treasure and parishioners will freely give their first fruits to others, including charities, local and/or global,  as well as parish support.
‘I began to consider all that God had given me.  I was thankful for my life and my health. I was thankful for my family and the love I receive. I was thankful for all my possessions. All of these were ways in which God was showing me his unconditional love. I decided to give 10% of my income away. 5% to the parish 1% to the new building fund, i% t the Bishop's appeal and 3%to charity. When I worked out what I was going to give away I got up and walked away.  Surely God could expect me to give so much.  I was sure my family would starve us a result.

With the  scripture passage about the stone and bread in mind I finally got the courage up and wrote the cheques. There was great peace as soon as I gave the money away.  A year on ,sacrificial giving has become part of my life. It has helped me put God first in my life. It is about my need to give as a Christian. When I live my life as a giver I become like Jesus’.

(Extract from a lay witness talk at Masses in Manorville NY)

Becoming stewards and disciples, those linked realities, is a ‘costly’ grace, a grace that leads us to live life and to live it to the full.
If not us, who?

If not here, where?

If not now, when?

If not for the Kingdom, why?
