Bishop Ryan’s talk
Good morning!  I can tell you stories about Martina, but … She gets a chance to reverse it today but, I have to tell you, it’s an incredible experience working with Martina.  First of all, she was our director of Catholic charities and then became our director of stewardship and has brought a level of true spirituality and professionalism and commitment that has been a wonderful asset and gift to our diocese.

I went to church yesterday.  That may not sound unusual – for a bishop to go to church – but I went to church!  I went to St. Peter Clavers yesterday, here in New Orleans, and the reason I went is because we have a seminarian, who is studying for the priesthood for our diocese, who grew up in St. Peter Clavers parish.  And he said to me, ‘If you go to New Orleans’ – imagine seminarians telling bishops what to do – ‘if you go to New Orleans’, he said, ‘you must go to St. Peter Clavers.’ So I ‘phoned up at about seven o’clock in the morning yesterday and found the times of the masses and I found a cab and went over for the nine o’clock mass and thought I could sneak in and concelebrate in some quiet corner of St. Peter Clavers and found there are no quiet corners in St. Peter Clavers!  They ‘do church’ and you’re going to have the same wonderful experience this afternoon, when Father Michael Jacques and his drummers and his piano players and his cantors and his choir and his people and his preaching – I’m not sure he’s preaching, I think the archbishop is preaching - but they’re coming tonight, so tonight you’re going to ‘have church’ and I think you’re going to have a wonderful experience.

I’d like to start with a story that goes back to my very first assignment.  In 1957, I was sent to a parish called St. Agnes, in Los Angeles, and it was a parish going through enormous changes demographically.  Originally it was kind of a middle class, professional church for years and years and years and then, obviously, ethnic changes began to take place.  And there were, then, Hispanics coming in to the parish and also Afro-Americans coming into the parish.  The pastor was a remarkable man and years and years ahead of where lots of people were.  In fact, he was the embodiment of Vatican II before Vatican II!  A wonderful gift for me to be assigned there.  But he had the CFM, the Christian Family Movement, and he asked his new associate to be the Moderator of the CFM.  So we had about eight couples and we met on a monthly basis and we did the whole process of CFM which is, of course, to look at the scriptures and come to some way of making them apply to our lives.  Now most of these people had at least three to five children.  But one couple just had two at this particular point.  One evening, this particular couple who just had two children – we were just talking about things in general – the husband said, ‘We’re expecting again!’ with a kind of pained tone to his voice and he said, ‘ I don’t know what we’re going to do!  It’s a small house and it’s kind of a surprise to us.’  And there was quiet for a moment and then one of the other men there said this, in a very warm tone, the idea being not to give him instructions, but just to share with him:  ‘Move over and make room, that’s what you do, you move over and make room’.  I think that’s a wonderful description of stewardship: moving over and making room.  Making room for other people in our lives. Making room for Christ in our lives, first of all.  And then, making room for others in our lives.  Making room, taking our talents and our treasure and our time and our faith and making room for others in our lives, even when they come unexpectedly.  I did the wrong thing, once, when I was eleven.  It wasn’t the only wrong thing I did, but … When I was eleven or twelve years of age, I had an argument with my father, a very bad thing to do.  And at one particular point, I said to him, ‘I didn’t ask to be born’ and he said, ‘No, son, and you came at a very difficult time’ which means they what? – moved over and made room for me.
So with that in mind, I’d like to start with something that Archbishop Murphy, the late Archbishop Murphy who was the archbishop of Seattle, said back in 1989, before there ever was a committee, a sub-committee on stewardship, of which he was, of course, the first chair.  He said at the bishops’ meeting in that particular November, ‘How can we develop among ourselves as bishops and priests and deacons and laity, a spirituality of Gospel-giving that will enable us to become stewards, good stewards?  And I think, if you take a look at the pastoral letter – if you haven’t read the pastoral letter yet, you need to, if you’ve read it, you can go back and take a look at it – and I think you’ll find that the pastoral letter is an expression of the kind of spirituality, the Gospel spirituality of giving, that the archbishop was referring to.  What’s in a title?  If you pick up the Gospel of Mark, the first lines are, ‘The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God’. Verse 13 says, ‘Repent! The kingdom of God is in your midst.’ In those two lines, you find a summary, if you will, of the heart, the germ, of the whole Gospel of Mark.  So, using that, we can go through the pastoral letter, ‘Stewardship, a disciple’s response’, and I would say the very same thing: ‘Stewardship, a disciple’s response’ contains, in germ, the whole message of the spirituality of stewardship.  
So what I’d like to do is to take a look at some of the elements of the spirituality that you find in the pastoral letter, with the hope that you’d go back and discover it for yourselves -  and I’m sure most of you, or some of you certainly, have already done that - the elements of spirituality expressed in the pastoral letter on stewardship.  But I’d like to go, first of all, to St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, in which he says, ‘Thus should people regard us as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God’.  That’s directed to the whole church, to the whole church, to the Body of Christ, not to some particular group within the Church.  Everyone, by reason of our baptism, should be regarded as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  Now the most important thing about servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of Christ is that we are called to be servants and stewards of the mysteries of God.  It’s a call.  It’s an election, it’s a vocation that strikes the very first note of discipleship.  

Now we know, for example, that when Jesus Christ was baptised – we know the story, it occurs in all four of the Gospels – that the heavens opened up and a voice said, ‘This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased’.  And the Spirit came down in the form of a dove and, when Jesus emerged from the waters, he began his public ministry, first through his purification of the temptations, and then the return to proclaim the Kingdom of God.  ‘Repent, the Kingdom of God is in your midst.’  But we also know, from our understanding of sacramentality, that whatever happened to Jesus at that particular moment is what happens to us, or happened to us when we were baptised.  Whatever the circumstances of our baptism, when we were immersed or we were the recipients of that water being poured upon us in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the heavens opened up and the Father proclaimed, ‘This is my beloved son or daughter in whom I am well pleased’ and the Spirit came into our lives in a very special, sacramental, way.  What happened to Christ in his life, happens to us, sacramentally, in our lives. 
So, remembering that, what I’d like to do is take a look at the elements of discipleship that we find in the New Testament, remembering that what happens to the people who are called to be disciples is what happens to us when we are called to be disciples.  And these are some of the elements.  First of all, a personal invitation. As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea.  They were fishermen and Jesus said to them, ‘Come after me and I will make you fishers of men’.  A call, a vocation.  Everyone has a call and a vocation.  We go back to Lumen Gentium, The Constitution on the Church, and it makes very clear that each of us, by reason of our baptism, are baptised into the Body of Christ.  Each of us with a task, a vocation, a call, a set of gifts to be used for the Kingdom of God, but also to be used, obviously, in our own Journey of Faith.  It’s distinctive. It’s personal. It’s compelling.  

Martina talked about growing up on Santa Katalina Island.  I was a senior in high school when this thing started to nudge me about a vocation to be a priest, because of the wonderful priest that we had, in particular, the priest who was then my pastor.  I went through a whole year of enjoying myself in high school and I kept getting this nudge all the time about priesthood.  And some days I would say, ‘Sounds like a very interesting idea but God, choose somebody else! It doesn’t sound like a good idea for me!’  Well, obviously, of course, that particular call was recognized eventually by the Church and I was ordained.  But it’s a call.  It’s a call to each of us to become fishermen of souls, to become the gatherers who bring people to Christ.  It’s a personal vocation and everyone has a personal vocation from Christ which we have to discern.
Secondly, it’s an inclusive call.  What Christ did, of course, was to break down all the barriers about those who were considered to be religiously acceptable and those who were not religiously acceptable: to be conscious of women and children and those who were sick and those who were sinners and to spend time with them.  He eats with sinners and publicans.  Remember the Gospel tells us that.  But he didn’t choose those he ‘should’, from the point of view of his contemporaries.  He chose those whom he ‘would’.  He broke down the barriers and called those whom he chose and whom the Spirit guided to be his disciples.  It’s a radical break.  They abandoned their nets and followed him.  They abandoned their nets and their father and their boat and they followed him.  It’s a remarkable thing to read about that.  And it’s remarkable to be there in Capernaum, you know, where that particular call took place and go and look where they tell you, ‘This was where Peter lived and this was where Jesus healed the mother-in-law’.  But, to think about that, they left, they abandoned, the word is ‘abandoned’, their nets and their father and their boat and they followed him.  Kind of a clearing of the decks, if you will.  And don’t we all do that?  When a young couple gets married, when they make those promises to each other, they’ve cleared the decks of a lot of things that no longer are going to be as important as they used to be.  We kind of realign our priorities in order to do something which we know to be very important, even though the things we leave behind may be very important or, at least, they were.  Very significant, in our lives, we clear the decks, we leave things behind in order to be able to go forward.
We also are called to an apprenticeship.  Disciples are learners.  Matthew 5: ‘When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on top of the mountain and, after he had sat down, his disciples gathered around him and he began to teach them. The rabbi, sitting down and teaching his disciples.  Thomas Groom, of course, who’s the wonderful theologian and catechist, a Master at Boston University, says we should call disciples apprentices, because apprentices are being taught by their master.  But he also points out that apprentices, very often, learn more by their failures than by their successes.  And discipleship is not something we learn perfectly all at once.  It’s a lifetime journey and most of us learn more by our mistakes than we do by our accomplishments and, sometimes, those mistakes are more important in that journey. It certainly was true of the disciples.  Remember those wonderful stories of the resurrection appearances and sometimes the Gospel would have this little line, ‘And still some of them doubted’.  The difficulty of being a disciple.  

It also involves conversion and mission.  The conversion, of course, is part of being a disciple.  It’s the guts of being a disciple, that we have to go through a conversion process.  ‘If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it.  Whoever loses his life, for my sake, will save it.’  Conversion: not ‘a conversion’, but conversions.  One time I got in an aeroplane.  I had gone to the NCEA, National Catholic Education Association, up in San Francisco, and I was coming from San Francisco back to Los Angeles, and I came on the aeroplane dressed with my regimentals and my breviary, you know, with the ribbons hanging out of it.  I sat down and wanted to say my breviary and a gentleman sat next to me and I suddenly had a feeling that they’re looking at you, whatever … A connection being made here, unwelcome, but it’s being made!  And finally, this gentleman said, ‘Sir!’  ‘Yes?’  ‘Have you chosen Christ to be your personal saviour?’  I said, ‘I’m working at it!’ It’s a lifetime of conversions and it’s also a mission.  Discipleship is a mission.  Take a look at Mark 8, 9 and 10.  Take a look at Luke, Chapter 9.  Take a look at Matthew, Chapter 9.  What do you find?  Jesus sending out the apostles, two by two, in Matthew and in Luke.  To do what?  To preach the Good News of salvation, to heal the sick and to cast out devils.  They are on a mission.  What is the mission?  ‘Repent, the Kingdom of God is in your midst.’  It’s the mission.  Someone has said, ‘The mission has a Church, rather than the Church has a mission’:  to point out the importance of those words that we find in Matthew’s Gospel, ‘Go forth, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, teaching them everything which I have told you, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’.  The mission is always primary in everything that we do in Church and, certainly, in stewardship. 
And then intimacy.  The intimacy with Jesus Christ and, through that, our intimacy with others.  But the intimacy with Jesus Christ is the very heart of discipleship.  Christ calls us to follow him.  Christ calls us to an intimacy, the ‘communio’, the big word now is ‘communio’, communion, intimacy with Jesus Christ.  Remember in the Gospel of John, first chapter.  John the Baptist points Jesus out to his disciples and two of them leave him and follow Jesus and he stops and says, ‘What do you want?’ and they say to him, ‘Where are you staying?’ and he says, ‘Come and see’.  And they remained with him for the rest of the afternoon.  Certainly, of course, the beginning of all of those wonderful moments of intimacy that marked the life of the disciples with Jesus Christ and Jesus with them, ultimately saying to them, ‘You are no longer my servants, you are my friends!’ So intimacy with Jesus Christ, which involves all kinds of things but, certainly, time for prayer, contemplation.
And last of all, but not least of all, at least this doesn’t intend to be a complete summary of all discipleship, but I think what is very critical is obedience.  Obedience.  Obedience, not in the sense of doing what someone else tells us to do in a kind of applied way, but the obedience of listening to the Spirit, listening to Christ in our lives.  And to me, one of the most powerful moments of that is Chapter 21, John’s Gospel.  Before that, remember Hebrews, ‘Son though he was, he learned obedience through what he suffered and when he was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him’.  He learned obedience through suffering.  In his humanity, he learned obedience through his suffering.  And we find the culmination of that, obviously, in the Garden of Olives, when he says, ‘Not my will but thine be done’.  He learned obedience through suffering.   So we find John 21, Jesus fixes breakfast for the disciples and then he says to Peter, three times, ‘Peter, do you love me?’ and three times says to him, ‘Peter, feed my lambs, feed my sheep’.  And then he says to him what?  ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted.  But when you grow old you will stretch out your hands and someone else will dress you and lead you to where you would not otherwise go.’  He said this signified by what death he would die.  And then he said, ‘Follow me’.  
These have been difficult years, the last several years, for the Church.  Difficult for all of us, lay people and deacons and priests and bishops and religious.  We’ve all gone through a very difficult time.  This has been a powerful thing in my life, personally, to reflect upon that.  This is not what I signed on for, what the last two years have been, this is not what I had in mind when I said ‘Yes’ to being a bishop.  That doesn’t make any difference.  In a certain sense, this is the same thing happening – that the Spirit leads us into the circumstances of our own life.  This is where God wants me to be now, doing the things we need to do and to be able to deal with, as painful as it may be.  And I think that’s true of all of us.  There’s an obedience – discipleship is not easy, it’s not a cheap grace, as has been said.  It’s a powerful thing.

So we have these following aspects of discipleship:  a personal invitation, an inclusive invitation, a radical invitation, an invitation to be learners and apprentices, to be in the process of conversion and have a mission, to have intimacy with Christ through the Spirit, and obedience.  Now, discipleship has a natural connection with stewardship and that’s what you’ll find so well expressed in the pastoral letter.  Bishop John McRaith (?) described it in this way: ‘Once one chooses to become a disciple, stewardship is not an option’.  You’ll find that in the introduction of the new publication of the pastoral letter.  John McRaith was one of the original members of the ad hoc committee that was responsible for the writing of the pastoral letter.  Once one chooses to become a disciple, stewardship is not an option.  And it says so in the Introduction, very well.  I’ll summarise it – three paragraphs, I’ll summarise it very, very briefly.  Mature disciples make a conscious, firm decision, carried out in action, to be followers of Jesus Christ, no matter the cost to themselves, the cost of discipleship.  Beginning in conversion, a change of mind and heart, this commitment means committing one’s very self to the Lord.  Stewardship is an expression of discipleship, with the power to change how we understand and live our lives.  
So, let’s take a look, then, at the question that the archbishop asked.  How can we develop among ourselves a spirituality of Gospel giving in order to become stewards?  Let me give you some suggestions about the spirituality of giving.  In the Constitution of the Church in the Modern World, there’s a remarkable little paragraph that talks about our need to be conscious of having been redeemed by Christ and to have been given a new creation in the Holy Spirit and we must love the very things created by God and then it says, ‘We give thanks for them, we use them and we enjoy them in a spirit of poverty and freedom and therefore we enter into the true possession of the world as those having nothing and possessing all things, for all things are yours and you are Christ’s and Christ is God’s’.A wonderful sense, then, that being grateful for God’s gifts is the beginning of gratitude, it’s the beginning of generosity, to realise that everything we have is a gift.  I think that’s a conversion.  Maybe that doesn’t happen, certainly, all at once in our lives, but over and over again that hits you, that everything I have is gift.  It’s all gift.  If it’s gift, it’s freely given, and if it’s freely given it must be freely received and freely shared.   That’s the heart of the spirituality of stewardship.
A number of years ago, the bishop in Los Angeles, who’s now the bishop of Sanctum (?) – we were ordained bishops together, Steve Blair – he said to me, ‘There’s two neglected virtues, one is prudence and the other is magnanimity.  They’re neglected.  We don’t preach about them, we don’t spend time on them and they’re very basic.’  It seems to me if you take prudence, not as being afraid, but as wise daring and magnanimity of heart as generosity of heart, and put those with gratitude, you have the core of the spirituality of Gospel giving.  Remember the wonderful prayer, those of you who have had a chance to go through the Exercises of Saint Ignatius, he has this wonderful prayer: ‘Take Lord and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, everything that I have and call my own.  You’ve given it all to me.  To you, Lord, I return it.  Everything is yours, do with it what you will.  Give me only your love and your grace, that’s enough for me.’

I’d like to tell you a really brief story about the fact that … the reason I know that is because, having become a bishop, the bishops of California, like many other groups of bishops, go off on a retreat every year, around Christmas time.  We do it at Christmas time.  The bishops have eight days of silence, which is remarkable in itself!  I told a friend of mine, who was a single mother with three kids, I actually did their wedding.  She was my secretary and then she got married and her husband died and she had a daughter and then, four years later, she had twin sons.  And so she’s been raising those children by herself.  I made the mistake of saying to her, ‘I’m leaving for an eight-day silent retreat.’  And she looked at me and said, ‘You don’t need a retreat.  Mothers need a retreat!’  But we do it anyway… That wonderful prayer of St. Ignatius.  You sanctify whatever you’re grateful for.  Anthony de Mello says that.  We all have gifts and gifts have great purposes in our life.  The gifts we have are there for us to be able to be fully and authentically who God wills us to be.  In other words, they are there for our own sake.  Enjoy our gifts!  Cherish our gifts!  And then, share them with others.  Gifts are to be received gratefully, cherished joyfully, shared with others lovingly.  
A number of years ago, when I was first in the diocese of Monterrei (?), one of our really holy priests – we’ve a lot of holy priests – this one was very exceptional, a wonderful man, Victor Ferrel (?).  Victor Ferrel retired.  So I went to Victor and said, ‘Victor, would you consider being my confessor’ - because it’s kind of isolated there in some ways, to find someone to go to confession to on a regular basis – ‘Would you be my confessor?’ Now, I’m sure he wasn’t thrilled by that!  But he thought for a moment and then he said, ‘Bishop, I have nothing to gain and nothing to lose!’ He shared his gift with me, a wonderful gift, sharing his gift with me.  See, we live in a culture of selfishness and selflessness.  It’s like the weeds and the wheat, in the parable of Jesus, they’re there together.  In every part of our lives, our occupations, our professions, our culture, our business, even in our own hearts, we know that, we struggle with that. Where we find unselfishness, wherever we find generosity of heart, we find joy.  Father ? keeps saying, ‘Good stewards are always joyful people’.  Joy and gratitude walk hand in hand.  And so that’s one of the great gifts that comes out of stewardship.  
So I would like to focus now on the four gifts, four special gifts, and just describe a little bit about how they are part and parcel and expressed so well in the pastoral letter on stewardship.  They are time, talent, treasure and faith.  Time.  This is in the pastoral letter, by the way, it recalls the popular play ‘OurTown’ (?), those of you who like literature, ‘Our Town’, remember that?  Emily, who has a conversation with the Stage Manager that’s part of the play, says to him at one particular point, ‘Do any human beings realise life while they live it, every, every minute?’ And the stage hand says, ‘No, maybe saints and poets realise it.’  Time, our most precious gift, in some ways.  Here’s a way to measure how important time is:  the regrets we have. Maybe you don’t have any regrets.  But the regrets we have.  I wish I had said more often to my father and my mother, ‘I love you!’  or ‘Forgive me’, or ‘I forgive you’.  The regrets we have about things less important, like I always wanted to go to Venice, something like that.  And time keeps passing by.  Time has two functions.  Chronos, of course, is what you have with your watch.  That’s chronos.  ‘I’m late, I’m late, for a very important date!’  Remember that?  That’s chronos time, that’s the passage of time.  It’s like suddenly realising that you’re seventy three or four years of age and you wonder how did you get there. I never thought of being in the seventies.  I didn’t even like thinking about the sixties!  But, there it is!  So that’s chronos, but what about kyros (?).  Kyros is time as grace, time as event, time as an opportunity for deepening human relationships.  What’s spirituality?  Spirituality is a relationship with God, self, others, and the world in which we live.  It’s sedaqua (?), justice, the justice of the Old Testament, it’s right relationships, that’s our spirituality.

 So just some suggestions and you have better ones, I’m sure.  But these come to my mind.  Using time as a grace, as a kyros.  When we use time to do things well, we take time to do things well.  When we use time to nurture our talents.  My mother used to sew for my piano lessons and one of my fears is, when the Lord calls me, she’ll be waiting there and saying, ‘What did you do with the opportunity I gave you to play the piano?’ Because the piano teacher didn’t sew and I think my mother got the worst of it, lots of clothes came in to be sewn!  When we use our time for the most important human relationships and their cultivation, using our time for the cultivation of our prime relationships.  When we take time for worship.  By the way, I went to mass at nine o’clock yesterday, we finished at eleven.  That wasn’t unusual for me, because I was in the same kind of parish in Los Angeles, Transfiguration.  The ten o’clock mass finishes at ten minutes to twelve and then there was a twelve o’clock mass, because they take time.  That’s what I said, I didn’t go to mass, I went to church! We did the church thing yesterday and it’s powerful.  It’s a powerful experience, taking time for worship, liturgy, sacraments, sacramental prayer, taking time to look at the liturgical seasons of our lives.  
When we take time for the monasticism of the heart, our own personal prayer.  How can we be disciples and stewards, if we’re not people who spend time in prayer?  Personal prayer. And with nature and with beauty and with wonder.  When we use time in some specific way to serve others. When we use time for leisure, relaxation, reading, travel.  When we use time for family and friends.  When we party and ? says, ‘Never trust anyone who doesn’t love a party’.  That’s a very Catholic thing, to love a party! Take a look at Luke 15 which you had yesterday.  What was that about yesterday? At the end of each one of those three stories, what happened? We’ll have a party! Very, very Catholic.  And Jewish, too.  And when we’re not afraid to make time for others who encroach upon us unexpectedly, like ‘What do I do, there’s another child coming?’ Move over and make room.  
Talents!  If you take a look at Matthew 25, it has three stories.  The first story is about the ten virgins.  The second story is about the talents and the third story is about the Last Judgement.  You know, there are a number of stories in the New Testament, you can actually list them if you want, that have to do with talents and God’s expectation of us with regard to the use of our talents.  But these three, I think, in the same chapter are really remarkable.  First of all, obviously, the ten virgins. You may think, what do they have to do with talents?  The five wise virgins cultivated their oil, because they knew, perhaps, the master might be delayed and they wanted to be prepared.  It reminds me of the quarter back who sits on the bench and those of you who are National Football League people will know that the big thing is to have two quarter backs, if you can afford them.  The one plays the game and the other sits there and has to be ready, has to be prepared, because that first quarter back can go down any moment and you’ve got to come into the ball game and do it.  BYU did that to Notre Dame, which makes me very angry! We knocked out the first quarter back and the second came in and whipped us!  I didn’t go to Notre Dame, I did some classes there, but I am a Notre Dame fan.  Forgive me!  So they prepared for the coming.  That has to do with, what do we do with our talents.
Secondly, the parable of the talents, where Christ uses the parable of the master giving five thousand and three thousand and one thousand and going off and coming back and asking for an accounting.  He’s looking for those who are responsible about their talents, for themselves, for their own selves and the sake of the Kingdom of God.  And then, of course, the last story is, ‘I was hungry and thirsty and naked and sick and in jail and you took care of me’.  ‘Lord, when did we do these things?’  ‘When you did all these to the least of my brothers and sisters, you did them to me.’  That we see Christ in our neighbour.  Stewardship is making room for other people, moving over and making room and sharing our gifts with them, generously.  Or, if you want to put all of this in shorthand, this is what Bishop Bob Morneau (?) often talks about, he uses the poem by Marchado (?), but it’s simply this:  when we get to heaven, will God say to us – what?  Probably, ‘What have you done with the gifts entrusted to your care?’  We’re accountable.  The description in the pastoral letter says we need to be accountable for our gifts and how we use them.  And all of our gifts are unique, they’re unique.  Every one of them is unique.  1 Corinthians 12: the uniqueness of each set of gifts.  ‘To each individual, the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit of the Kingdom of God’ and the deepest satisfaction is to call forth those gifts for the sake of the Kingdom.  
So, then, treasure.  I’ll just spend a little bit of time on treasure, not very long, but I think the critical question is this:  Archbishop Griffy (?), in every one of his presentations, used to have this wonderful line in which he would say, ‘It’s not what you own that’s important, but what owns you!’  I use that all the time with my own life.  What owns me?  What has taken over my life in such a way that I don’t have the time or the inclination, the generosity, to do what’s really important.  What owns you?  And why do you give?  Do you give because there’s a need?  We give because there needs to be a new church or we need to repair the roof on the rectory or whatever it might be that people come to you for.  All kinds of things, secular things and religious things, we give and we give generously.  Nobody is more generous than American people.  Take a look at our whole history.  It’s the very heart and soul … once you accept that everything is a gift, that it belongs, not to me, but to those with whom I can share it in prudence and magnanimity.  

And finally, the most important in some ways, to me and to you, the gift of faith.  This is what the pastoral letter says about the sharing of faith:  ‘Stewardship of the Church leads people to share in the work of evangelisation, of proclaiming the Good News, of catechesis, or transmitting and strengthening the faith and in works of justice and mercy on behalf of persons in need.  It comes back to the gift of faith.  In all my 47 years as a priest, the one, great question that has always been there, in looking at my life experience, is, ‘Why do I have faith?’  Looking at families, why do some grow up with faith and some not grow up with faith?  Why is there the gift of faith with some and not with others?  Or, as my pastor who was responsible for my going to seminary used to say, ‘The big mystery for me is grace and free will.’  That’s what I ask God.  Not the Trinity, I can handle that.  Grace and free will.  What’s the mystery of grace and free will?  We are gifted with faith.  And so evangelisation, that is sharing our faith, and one of the particular ways we do that is the very heart of being church.  That’s what Paul VI said: ‘We wish to confirm once more that the task of evangelising all peoples constitutes the essential mission of the Church.  The mission has a Church.  We are that Church, we need to do that.  And when you are stewards, it seems to me you have no other choice but to be people who are stewards of the mission.  How should people regard us? As servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  And what do stewards do?  They share.  And I think of all the things that we need to share that has to do with the Good News of salvation, the most important, in some ways, is reconciliation.  The very story of yesterday was forgiveness, reconciliation.  And what does the world need today, it seems to me, more than anything else?  The gift of reconciliation.  And who’s responsible for the gift of reconciliation?  Well, God is, obviously.  But God is with the Church.  We are a sign of reconciliation.  This is what Paul says in second Corinthians:  ‘All this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and given us a ministry of reconciliation’.  Namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  We are ambassadors of Christ, as if God were repeating through us, ambassadors of Christ.  So reconciliation is key, it seems to me, to the sharing of faith.  
Just two small comments and then we’ll finish.  One is, yesterday, I went to church.  Why do we go to church?  Because the Eucharist, the celebration of the liturgy, as we’re told, is the source and the summit of the power of the Church.  What makes us to be Church?  The celebration of the Eucharist.  What transforms us into being the Body of Christ?  The celebration of the Eucharist. It transforms the bread and wine for the purpose of being the Body and Blood of Christ, that we might be the Body of Christ.  And Christ is so available.  The availability of Christ, the access to Christ, the ease of being with Christ tells us of an availability that ought to reflect in our own particular lives.  

And the final thing, with just a little bit of a conclusion, is, the one – and we said this prayer at the beginning  to the Blessed Mother – the one who seems to me to embody the spirituality of stewardship most perfectly is Mary.  One of the great moments of my life was to take a wonderful pilgrimage to the Holy Land, to go to Nazareth and to go to the great Basilica of the Annunciation and to just be there in that wonderful chapel and to remember those words: ‘Lord, behold your servant.  Be it done unto me according to thy word.’  That’s stewardship!  She made room … how she made room! She made room for the world, for the universe, for all people, with those words, ‘Let it be done unto me according to thy word’.  
It’s a tough challenge!  It’s not easy, it’s a lifetime challenge.  But I would say that if you take a look at the expression of spirituality – that’s just the expression, we have to live the spirituality – the expression is found in the pastoral letter.  But I think it’s important to remember that there’s two lines in that section from Corinthians: ‘People should regard us as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.’  It is, of course, required of stewards, not that we be perfect, but that we be faithful.  Thank you.
