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Heartfelt good wishes for peace
Peace to all people and to all nations on earth! Peace, which the angels proclaimed to the shepherds on
Christmas night, is a profound aspiration for everyone, for each individual and all peoples, and
especially for those who most keenly suffer its absence. Among these whom I constantly keep in my
thoughts and prayers, I would once again mention the over 250 million migrants worldwide, of whom
22.5 million are refugees. Pope Benedict XVI, my beloved predecessor, spoke of them as “men and
women, children, young and elderly people, who are searching for somewhere to live in peace.
Pope Francis New year message 51st world Day of Peace
Refugees and Migrants- seekers of Peace
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Lenten Social Justice Assembly
3rd March 2018

Christian Choices for our
Common Home
Everyday responses to the cry of the
earth and the poor

We would like to move on to the action time.
So, we call for a Diocesan Assembly, a coming
together of people from parishes to learn from
speakers but also to share - particularly in
lent, our time to change to renew our
commitment to be the Lord’s witnesses
How is your parish taking action to Care for
the Earth and the dignity of all God’s
people?
When we put it like that it can all sound rather
overwhelming, so we would like to focus in on
everyday choices we can make and put into
action.
We have invited Ellen
Teague,
Catholic
journalist who writes
and
campaigns
on
justice,
peace
and
ecology issues. She is
also a member of the
Faith and Justice Team
of the Columban Missionary Society in Britain.

She will speak about her work and some of the
everyday responses she sees in caring for the
earth
Secondly, we have invited,
the Fairtrade Foundation to
come along to remind us how
their work helps some of
the world’s poorest people
and how we can support that work. As it is
Fairtrade Fortnight, if possible, we may get
the chance to meet some Fairtrade producers
Volunteers help Please
To make the day a success I will need help!!
Has your parish done a social or justice action
project over the last year you could share?
Do you have questions on social justice you’d
like answered?
Do you support a Catholic campaign group or
charity you would like to bring to an
information table?
Practical support putting out tables and chairs
and serving coffee
If you can help, please contact me on
JPSR@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Also, to book a place at the Assembly, although
we will get it up on Eventbrite by the end of
the week and have posters ready Thanks
Maureen
New year’s resolutions – if you are
considering something new for 2018 we could do
we fresh support for the Justice, Peace and Social
Responsibility Team, please consider joining us
for this vital mission to encourage people – “to

act justly, love tenderly and live humbly with your
God”

Prayer for a Better World
Generous God, we thank you:
For the gifts you have given us, the abundance of your Creation, and the beauty that surrounds us.
For the people whose lives have touched ours, for the love they show, the burdens they lift, the
hopes we share.
Compassionate God, we ask you:
To fill us with your love, to place in our hearts a spirit of courage, to move us to reach out to others
in need. And lead us to play our part, so that now and in generations to come all your children may
share in our hope for a better world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.
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